
Faculty of Environment and Natural 
Resources 
Freiburg, Germany



§ 3 institutes (Forest Sciences, Environmental 
Natural Sciences, Environmental Social Sciences)

§ 160 permanent staff
§ 35 full professors
§ 2000 students
§ 250 PhD students

The Faculty in Figures



Research Areas

§ Sustainable use of natural resources and renewable

energy

§ Safeguarding of natural resources: soil, water, air, 

biodiversity

§ Adaptation to Global Change

§ Natural Hazards
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The Faculty’s Study Programs
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Master of Science   2 years

Bachelor of Science   3 years ALL IN GERMAN
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Research Skills
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Five research areas:

1. Adapting Ecosystems to Global Change

2. Biodiversity and Conservation

3. Environmental Governance

4. Integrated Water Research

5. Natural Resources and Sustainable Land Use

§ Academic qualification courses

§ Funding supplements, native proofreading

Graduate School “Environment, Society and 
Global Change”



Why offer English study programmes?

1. Make German students aware of international 
opportunities – and competition.

2. 50% of our students do their internships abroad.
3. English as today‘s lingua franca need to be 

practiced. 
4. International students bring international 

perspective on content.
5. English leads to slower, more deliberate lectures. 
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Benefits for the students



Why offer English study programmes?

1. Attract the best students worldwide for science in 
our faculty.

2. Allowing for English teaching makes the Faculty
more attractive for non-German professors.

3. Facilitates involvement of visiting scientists and
international lecturers.
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Benefits for the Faculty



Challenges

1. Without training in a native-English country, the 
level of English spoken by staff may be too poor 
for involved scientific debate.

Resources: podcasts (Science, Nature, BBC comedy) à hardly any
lecturer takes the time to listen to them

2. Insufficient grasp of English can lead to 
misunderstandings (“eventually” vs “eventuell”)

3. Preparation is harder, but teaching credits are the 
same.
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Challenges

“Intercultural competence”

• Cultural awareness
• Cultural robustness
• Cultural interest
• Cultural acceptance

of both teaching staff and students.
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Do visit us here

or here: www.unr.uni-Freiburg.de/en

http://www.unr.uni-freiburg.de/en

